























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































APPENDIX 417

been impossible to scientifically refute those critics who claim that the
so-called facts of history are so unocertain and subject to so great an
error and prejudice that it is unsafe to build conclusions upon them by
statistical methods. They have not of course ever known that such
was the case nor have they ever had any way of estimating how far
the records of history, as they exist in standard works, encyclopesedias,
and biographical dictionaries, actually deviate from the absolute truth.
It has been assumed, on the other hand, by those who have been en-
gaged in grading historical characters, that the records represent a
fair approximation towards the ideal truth. The human record which
we call history stands somewhere between two extremes, somewhere
between the quagmire of complete falsehood and heights of perfect
truth. It is possible as we go on to appreciate, with closer and closer
accuracy, just what deviation from ideal truth any great set of histori-
cal records contains.

Such researches give promise of at last furnishing the long-sought
correct method of penetrating the tangled and perplexing jungle known
as philosophy of history. This domain of thought is to-day in poor
esteem among those who, as historians of the modern school, seek in
documentary sources to reconstruct the past around some central
theme, some individual age or nation. No wonder these careful
investigators have become disgusted with the a priori dogmatism, the
partizan spirit, the free generalizations from half truths and the eter-
nally conflicting conclusions. Historical philosophers, in their deeire
to explain everything at once, have been content to formulate theories,
and then pick from the totality of history selected facts to support
them. With methods highly subjective, and carrying a large personal
equation they could not help but find exactly what they wished. The
ways of inductive science may be slow at first, but even a small nucleus
of collected and codrdinated facts soon grows with astonishing rapidity ;
and every objectively established piece of work makes it, with acceler-
ated speed, that much easier to progress along lines of certainty and
exactitude.

FrepERICK ApAMS WooDS.
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